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Pine Grove Borough Council News

Disc Golf Course Planned at Pleasant Valley Rec Park

On behalf of the Pine Grove Borough Community,
Parks, and Recreation Committee,
I am excited to share one of our
visions for recreational develop-
ment in our community.
Approximately ten years ago,
a tract of land adjacent to the
Swatara Creek in the area of
Pleasant Valley was earmarked
for development as the Pleasant
Valley Recreational Park. The
park project was set aside in
response to the dire need for

AIMMEE L. REILLY
PG Borough Councilor

Make A Splash!

It’s soon time to enjoy lazy days lounging poolside
and swimming at the Pine Grove Area Community
Swimming Pool.

The last day of school at PGA is
Thursday, May 30. Weather permit-
ting, the Community Pool will be open
Memorial Day weekend (Saturday thru
Monday, May 25-27 - 3 to 7 p.m.)
and daily starting Friday, May 31.

Summer kick-off event

The Pine Grove Community Pool
will host a Summer Kickoff event on
Friday, May 31. Pool admission will be discounted.

Veterans Memorial Drive will be closed to local
traffic from noon to 7 p.m. to allow for a safe recre-
ational area for residents. The roadway will be safe
for bicycles, skateboards, roller blades, etc. The Union
Canal lake and Swatara Creek are accessible for a fun
day of fishing and enjoying nature.

Food trucks and vendors of all kinds are asked to
call the Pine Grove Borough Office at 570-345-3555
and leave a message to register for this event.

Up-to-date information can be found at pine-
groveborough.org under the Pine Grove Pool tab and
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/thePGpool.

A similar “Back to School Bash” is scheduled for
Fri., August 23 from noon to 7 p.m. More information
on this event will be published in the August issue of
The Evergreen.

- Continued on Page 2

flood mitigation efforts that, after many recent rain
events, have proven successful as the town has not
succumbed to the devastation it had in the past.

PLEASANT VALLEY RECREATIONAL PARK SITE

In February, Mike Culbert and Justin Lyons
approached the Pine Grove Area Business &
Community Association (PGABCA) and Pine Grove
Borough Council with the idea to develop a disc golf
course on the site of the proposed Pleasant Valley
Park.

With the unanimous approval of Council, a col-
laboration has begun with the PGABCA to develop the
disc golf course as a first step in the development of
the Pleasant Valley Park. Discussions with residents,
business owners, and neighboring municipality offi-
cials have shown many others share in this vision
and are willing to lend their support in this, and other
ventures, to improve upon and create outdoor recre-
ational opportunities for the community.

The 18-hole disc golf layout will sprawl through-
out the property, offering varied terrain with tight
woods, open spaces, views of the Upper Little Swatara

- Continued on Page 4
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Everyone In The Pool!

- Continued from Page 1 -

Season pool passes available now

Season passes allow access to the pool for the
entire season for one low price - $200 for a family,
$175 military family, $100 individual adult, $55 indi-
vidual military, $80 student, $55 senior citizen (65
years old and above), and $100 senior citizen couple.
Season “Lap” passes cost $20.

Passes and swim lesson sign-ups can be pur-
chased, weekdays through May 24 (8 a.m. to 4 p.m.),
at the Pine Grove Borough Office, 1 Snyder Avenue.
The pool office will also be open for season pass sales
and swim lesson sign-ups on Friday, May 17 (5 to 8
p.m.), Saturday morning, May 18 (9 a.m. to noon) and
during pool hours once the swim season begins.

Complete details and downloadable forms are on
the Borough website - pinegroveborough.orq.

Daily pool rates and swim lessons

Without a season swim pass, daily admission
rates are based on the day of swimming enjoyment.

Monday through Thursday - $5 for adult, student
and non-swimming spectators; $3 for children (age
0 to 4 years), senior citizens (age 65 and older), and
military personnel. After 5 p.m., evening admission is
$2.50 for everyone.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday - $6 for adult, student,
and spectators; $3 for children age 4 and younger,
senior citizens, and military. After 5 p.m., evening
admission is $3 for everyone.

Swim lesson registration open to June 3

Swim lesson registration is now open. For water
safety, the importance of swim lessons can’t be over-
stated. Everyone - especially children - should be able
to swim!

Lessons are offered from June 10 through August
2 with a break from July 1-to-7.

Not sure which ability-level class is appropriate
for your child? The registration application has a box
to be checked, indicating a desire to have your child
pre-tested.

Lessons cost $50 for your first child and $45 for
each additional child in the same family. Payment
by check or credit card is due at registration; checks
should be made payable to “Pine Grove Recreation
Board.”

Hurry! Registration forms (available on the
Borough website) will be accepted - on a first come,
first served basis - until June 3 or until all classes are
filled. Forms will not be accepted after June 3.
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It’s Summer Party Time at the PG Community Pool

Reserve the pool to celebrate

Pool parties have once again been a popular item
last year following the COVID years.

Reservations can be requested now for the 2024
Community Swimming Pool season. You can reserve
the pool for a private party or have your group’s cel-
ebration when the pool is open to the public to also
enjoy this time to swim.

Public Party - $175; Invite up to 49 guests.

Private Party - $200 for up to 49 guests; $225 for
between 50 and up to 100 guests; $275 for 101 to 200
guests; or $325 for 201 to 250 guests.

A $50 Security Deposit and a 50% Deposit of the
rental amount is due to reserve and secure your date
and time. The balance of the pary cost is due before
the party can begin.

You will be refunded the Security Deposit once
the party is over and the facility is returned to its

H. L Snyder Funeral Home, Inc.

139 S. Tulpehocken Street « Pine Grove
Phone: 570-345-2266

« Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915.

« 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial
and graveside services.

« Pre-planning services available.
- Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.

Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com

original state. Any damage or vandalism to the prop-
erty will result in a forfeit of the security deposit and
the possibility of being held financially responsible
for any loss or damage. All trash must be cleaned up
before vacating the property. The pool and Borough
are not responsible for any lost or stolen property.

Visit www.pinegroveborough.org and select the
Community Pool tab for more information and season
pass, swimming lessons and pool party applications.
Check often on our Facebook page - www.facebook.
com/thePGpool for updates. Or, email the pool man-
ager with inquiries about reserving the pool for your
party at PGpool44@outlook.com.

We look forward to having everyone enjoy the
Pine Grove Area Community Pool througout this 2024
summer season.

Pleasant Valley Park

- Continued from Page 1 -

Creek, wildlife conservation ponds, and historic ruins
of the former Pennsylvania Power & Light plant that
occupied the site. Every hole, according to the vision,
will have two tees - long and short - and one pin
position.

Plans call for the disc golf course to be completely
funded by sponsorships from the community. Three
levels of sponsorships are available - Gold, Silver, and
Bronze. When full sponsorship is achieved, construc-
tion will begin. Individuals and businesses interested
in being a sponsor are asked to leave a message with
Borough Office staff by calling 570-345-3555.

This initiative is an example how a thought can
grow into an idea, ideas create discussions, and dis-
cussions grow into plans. Let’s share ideas and opti-
mism for the future of the Pine Grove Community.
Recreation Committee meetings are held the last
Monday of each month at 3 p.m. in the conference
room of the Borough’s Municipal Building.

Additional information on the proposed Recreation
Park can be found on the Borough website -
PineGroveBorough.org. Select “Pleasant Valley Park”
on the homepage to view a development master plan
study, prepared by Benesch & Co. in 2014.

LEHR’S FEED & FARM SUPPLY

SEE US FOR YOUR GARDENING NEEDS, FROM SOIL TO SEEDS,
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. WE CARRY YOUR FAVORITE LEHR'S
WILD BIRD MIXES RIGHT NOW AND THROUGH FALL & WINTER.
Frequent Buyer Cards (Get one bag FREE when card is filled)
for our Wildbird Feed and Shelled & Cracked Corn.
See store for details.

Backyard & Premium Blends on Sale
the First Full Week of Every Month
We have 7 Wildbird mixes all formulated to not end up on

the ground under your feeder. Our Corn & Wildlife Grains
are huge favorites among Wildlife enthusiasts.

10 Snyder Ave., Pine Grove, PA (570) 345-3309
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Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority

Help Us and Help Yourself - Don’t Flush Those Wipes!

The answer is NO! The question, you might ask, 2024 JTA Budget balanced at $2,015,089
“Is it okay to flush disinfecting wipes?” Again, the
answer is NO!

Disinfecting wipes, baby wipes, and paper tow-
els should NEVER be
flushed. These items
- even those that are
marketed as “flush-
able” - should be
properly disposed of
in the trash, not the
toilet!

These wipes and
other items do not
break down in sewer
or septic systems,
can clog or damage
your home’s inter-
nal plumbing, caus-
ing expensive sew-
age backups in your
home or your neigh-
borhood, and can do significant damage to pipes,
pumps, and other wastewater treatment equipment.
Sewer backups can be a threat to public health.

Toilet paper and human waste are the only items
that should go into your toilet and flushed.

WIPES DON’T BREAK DOWN -
These found their way to the
sewage treatment plant.

KRAMER’S SOLID ROCK DBA Best Discount Prices on

Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation
Services in Schuylkill County

CALL US ABOUT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

WE’VE GOT YOUR MATERIALS
MULCHES ¢+ SOILS « DECORATIVE STONE
DRIVEWAY AND DRAINAGE STONE « PLANTS
SAND « CERTIFIED PLAYGROUND MULCH
FIELDSTONE AND WALL STONE « STRAW
WEED BARRIER ¢ LOAD HANDLER PRODUCTS

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

MULCH. SOIL TRIMMING AND PRUNING ~ INSTALLATIONS
) ’ PLANTING HARD SCAPING
DECORATIVE AND QUARRY STONE MOWING SNOW REMOVAL

1770 Long Run Road MULCHING SPRAYING

Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 CALL FOR HOURS

570-739-4770 $3 OFF ~$25 PURCHASE

www. TBLSupply.com

OR MORE

WITH THIS AD — EXPIRES 12/31/24
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Planning A Project? Know Your Floodplain Status!

Ordinance Compliance Needed to Get Favored Flood Insurance

459 Borough Properties Have A 1-in-4 Flood Chance

BY COUNCILOR SKIP BUTLER & MARTY SOWERS

Pine Grove Borough recently was the focus of
a FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)
Community Assistance Visit as part of the National
Flood Insurance Program.

In its report, FEMA noted a number of proper-
ties located in the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA
or floodplain) where development occurred, that the
Borough has no record of floodplain development per-
mits. This is considered a “deficiency” in the Borough’s
administration of the floodplain regulations.

In order to participate in the National Flood
Insurance Program, all properties must comply with
the Floodplain Ordinance for Pine Grove Borough
to remain in good standing. If they don’t become
compliant, penalties can be imposed. As a means to
address this deficiency and satisfy FEMA’s require-
ments, the identified properties are being notified by
the Borough of their status along with a floodplain
development permit application and instructions on
how to comply.

According to RiskFactor.com, there are currently
459 properties in the Borough that have a 26% chance
of being affected by flooding in any given year. This
represents 55% of all residential properties in the
Borough and 69 of the 90 businesses.

Try our

Mobile
App!

FREE Rx DELIVERY!

PINE GROVE
PHARMACY

ALL TOGETHER HEALTHY

e Caring Professionals e Medication Synchronizing

Who Listen e Compounding Specialists
e Special Medication ¢ Diabetic Supplies
Packaging ¢ Wellness Products

570-345-4422
10 East Pottsville Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963
pinegroverx@gmail.com e PineGrovePharmacy.com
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Is your property located in a floodplain?

Go online to https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search
and enter your property address. A map of your area
will pop up and it will show if your property is located
in a FEMA designated Special Flood Hazard Area.

If you are new to home ownership or if you
recently purchased a home or property, this informa-
tion is typically disclosed in the sales documentation.
However, in some cases this is either overlooked or
the ramifications are not sufficiently conveyed to the
purchaser.

Another indicator that a property is located in
the SFHA is the requirement to carry flood insurance.
It is a requirement of the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) that all federally-backed mortgages for
properties located within any SFHA, carry flood insur-
ance. It is always wise to check with the Borough’s
floodplain administrator or your real estate agent.

To meet the requirements of the NFIP, a munici-
pality shall make floodplain determinations for ALL
“development” within its jurisdiction. This requires
that a permit be requested by the property owner
so that the floodplain administrator can make that
determination and the Borough issue the permit
before work begins.

Development is defined as “any man-made change
to improved or unimproved real estate - including,
but not limited to, the construction, reconstruction,
renovation, repair, expansion, or alteration of build-
ings or other structures, the placement of manufac-
tured homes, streets and other paving, utilities, fill-
ing, grading and excavation, mining, dredging, drilling
operations, storage of equipment or materials, and
the subdivision of land.”

Planning a project? You may need a permit

Okay, so you have determined your property is
in a SFHA and you are planning a project that falls
within the definition of “development.” Here are some
requirements to keep in mind for common building
projects.

¢ Elevation Requirements - For additions and
new residential buildings, the lowest floor (including
basement) must be elevated at least 1-1/2 feet (18
inches) above the base flood elevation determined by
a professional engineer or land surveyor. New com-
mercial buildings are required to be elevated OR to be
“dry floodproofed.”

-6 -



Planning A Project? Know Your Floodplain Status!

e Renovations or Damage
Repair - Damage repair, renovations
and additions (commercial or resi-
dential) must first have a “substan-
tial damage/improvement” deter-
mination. Any repair, addition or
renovation resulting in substantial
improvement or substantial damage
must be treated as a new building
and must be elevated to comply with
the floodplain ordinance.

“Substantial Damage” is damage

that are the minimum necessary to
assure safe living conditions.

If you are planning any “devel-
opment” project on your prop-
erty, complete the Floodplain
Development application at the
link above and submit it to Pine
Grove Borough, 1 Snyder Ave,,
Pine Grove, PA 17963. The applica-
tion will then be forwarded to the
floodplain administration techni-
cian, Marty Sowers of Light-Heigel

from any cause sustained by a struc-
ture whereby the cost of restoring the structure to
its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed
fifty (50) percent or more of the market value of the
structure before the damage occurred.

“Substantial Improvement” is any reconstruc-
tion, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of
a structure that will cost 50% or greater of the struc-
ture’s market value before the “start of construction”
of the improvement. This term includes structures
which have incurred “substantial damage” or “cumu-
lative substantial damage” regardless of the actual
repair work performed. The term does not, however,
include any project for improvement of a structure
to correct existing violations of state or local health,
sanitary, or safety code specifications that have been
identified by the local code enforcement official and

& Associates, for review. You will be
advised of “in or out” and what regulations apply to
your proposed project. You can then move on to the
other required permits such as zoning and building
permits.

It is important to understand that, while these
requirements reside in the Borough floodplain man-
agement ordinance (ordinance NO. 463), they are
federal requirements that the Borough is tasked with
and required to administer to remain in good stand-
ing with the NFIP. Failure to properly administer these
rules will jeopardize the Borough’s ability to qualify
for reduced flood insurance rates for their residents
and effectively disqualify the Borough from receipt of
disaster relief funds and assistance.

Questions? Contact Marty Sowers of Light-Heigel
and Associates at 717-821-8689.

570-622-5933
WFJlaw.net

Full Service Law Firm

&

Pottsville - Orwigsburg « Shenandoah . Ravine « Hegins

Main Office: 10 Westwood Road « Pottsville, PA 17901

570-628-3234
PennNationalAbstract.com

Title Insurance Company
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

Memorial Day parade and service

Memorial Day weekend is the unofficial start to
summer, a time to fire up the outdoor grill and enjoy
warmer weather. But, as you are burning your ham-
burgers on the grill, give a smile and a kind thought to
all of those who have and still are sacrificing so that
we may enjoy this weekend.

For those of us safe in our own homes, is it too
much to sacrifice a few hours on Monday, May 27—
Memorial Day — to participate in the day’s patri-
otic parade through the streets of Pine Grove and the
memorial service to follow?

The parade will form at “the brickyard” along
Christ Street adjacent to the HH&L Fire Company

The Evergreen MAY 2024

beginning at 8:30 a.m. and will step off promptly at
9 a.m.

The parade will feature special guests, Gold Star
Mothers, town and area dignitaries, speakers and
honorees at the service to follow. Also marching will
be the Pine Grove Area Community Band, Pine Grove
Area High School Marching Band and JROTC color
guard and marching unit. Always a popular part of
the Memorial Day parade are community organiza-
tions members, children’s sports groups, high school
teams, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownie
troops, floats, church groups and area fire and rescue
companies.

The parade will procede onto East Pottsville Street
to South Tulpehocken and continue south to Saint
John’s Cemetery. The Memorial Day service and key-
note address will take place beginning at 9:45 a.m. at
and adjacent to the Pine Grove War Memorial monu-
ment.

Upcoming Borough holiday closures

Pine Grove Borough offices and operations will
be closed in observance of these upcoming holidays:
Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day); and Thursday, July 4
(Independence Day).

Strike up the band and enjoy!

The Pine Grove Community Band has planned a
full schedule of appearances this summer. The public
is invited to enjoy the concerts.

May 27 Memorial Day - Pine Grove parade and
service at St. John’s Cemetery.

South Sch. Garden Club

Plant sale on May 18

The annual plant sale of the South Schuylkill
Garden Club will be held Saturday, May 18 at Bubeck
Park in Schuylkill Haven from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
selection of plants includes perennials, annuals,
herbs, shrubs, natives, heirloom vegetables, succu-
lents, sun-loving and shade-loving plants, small trees
and even house plants.

The plants are sourced from club members’ gar-
dens right here in Schuylkill County making them
especially hardy to grow locally. Prices are hard to
beat. Qualified gardeners will be on hand to answer
questions and offer advice for successful outcomes.

Club to give $1000 scholarship

The Garden Club will award a $1000 Scholarship
to a Schuylkill County high school senior furthering
their education in related horticulture and agricul-
tural fields.

Applications must be received by Thursday, May
30. An application form can be requested from high
school guidance departments or from Scholarship
Chair Patricia Wishousky - call 272-245-5050 or
e-mail pjw47@outlook.com. The winner will receive
the scholarship at a Garden Club summer meeting.
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

June 13 - A private performance for residents of
Swatara Village.

June 15 - Walk In Art Center at 220 Parkway in
Schuylkill Haven. Times yet to be determined.

July 4 Independence Day - Sweet Arrow Lake, 6
p.m.

July 11 - Providence Place on Hikes Hollow Road,
Pine Grove, 6:30 p.m.

August 15 - Pine Grove Lion’s Den on Veterans
Memorial Dr, Pine Grove, 6:30 p.m.

Dispose of unused/outdated drugs

Each year the Pine Grove Police Department coor-
dinates the local DEA Drug Take-Back Program. This
provides for the safe and secure disposal of expired
and unused prescription drugs commonly found
stored in households. To protect our landfills and
waterways, drugs should not be thrown away with
your household trash nor by toilet flushing.

This drop-off service is available on a continual
basis. A safe and secure Red Box depository is avail-
able in the lobby of the Pine Grove Municipal Hall for
this purpose.

The drugs will be properly disposed of during
the Drug Take-Back Program. Contact the Pine Grove
Police Department at the non-emergency number of
570-345-8100 with any questions or concerns.

Spring/summer work to be aware of

Hydrant flushing will be conducted during May
and June. Hydrant flushing allows the Borough to
flush its fresh water system. Property owners may
experience times of low water pressure and dis-
colored water. Simply let your tap water run a few
minutes until it becomes clear. Flushing also allows
the Borough to monitor and maintain fire hydrants
throughout the system.

Line painting of crosswalks and curb painting,
where needed, will also take place during May and
June. Pedestrians are asked to cross streets at the
crosswalks. Motorists are reminded it is state law to
stop to allow pedestrians to cross the street when
they present themselves in the designated crosswalk.

Curb painting is an important reminder to motor-
ists when parking near an intersection. The yellow
painted curbs indicate a “no parking” area to allow
other motorists and pedestrians a safe view when
attempting to cross an intersection.

Parking meters

If you choose to park your vehicle in the business
district at a space with a parking meter, please know
that you are liable for ticket enforcement of expired
time Monday through Saturday between the hours of
9 am. to 6 p.m. You can enjoy free parking during
other hours plus Sundays and holidays.

Recycling electronics

The Covered Device Recycling Act prohibits the
disposal of desktop computers, laptop computers,
monitors, peripherals, televisions, and hand-held
electronic devices. Do not place with your household

trash as your refuse collector and landfills will not
accept these items.

The state Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) urges you to do your part for the environment
by recycling all unused electronic devices.

Unfortunately, the Schuylkill County Office of
Solid Waste & Resource Management decided not to
include these electronics in its annual Fall Cleanup.
Please continue to store unwanted electronics until
the next collection in the county or by the Borough.

Thanks to all residents helping to keep Pine Grove
Borough a cleaner place and responsible in its waste
and recycling efforts.

Get your compost site permits

Those sunny and warmer days are here. Property
owners will be mowing, gardening, and improving
their grounds. You are able to dispose of vegetative
waste at the Borough’s compost site located behind
the municipal garage.

This year’s permits are now available at the Pine
Grove Municipal Building, 1 Snyder Ave. Permits are
strictly for Borough residents only. Proper identifica-
tion and proof of residency is required. Cost is $20.

The compost site only accepts organic materi-
als and yard waste - leaves, grass clippings, and
other yard vegetation. The site operates from March
through the fall season on Tuesdays and Saturdays.

- Continued on Page 10
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starts

* Inground Pool Builds
(Availability for 2024!)

* Above Ground Pool
Installation

* Luxury Hot Tubs
 Chemicals & Cleaners

* FUN Pool Accessories,
Floats & Decor

* Pool & Spa Service
* FREE Water Testing

& mone!

(717) 850-9147
foxpoolstores.com

VISIT US & LET US HELP YOU
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

- Continued from Page 9

An attendant will direct you where to place your veg-
etation waste.

Think spring ... and summer!

The Pine Grove Bicentennial Committee is looking
forward to a beautiful spring and summer season at
Union Canal Veteran’s Memorial Park.

Residents of Pine Grove and surrounding areas
are invited to enjoy a walk around the canal, stop and
eat lunch at one of the picnic tables, or simply sit and
relax on one of the park benches. While at the park,
be sure to stop at the Memorial Pavilion, that lists the
names of those who purchased trees in honor and
memory of loved ones.

While leashed pets are allowed at the park, pet
owners are urged to clean up after their pet. Keep the
park grounds healthy and safe for our children.

Please help your neighborhood

Blocked street drains can create a hazard for you
and your neighbors during heavy rain events. If you
see the drain near your house clogged with leaves
or litter, please take a few minutes to open it with a
broom or shovel.

Water bill payments

Quarterly water bill payments were due May 6.
Additional payment due dates in 2024 are August 5,
and November 5. After these dates, a late fee will be
assessed. If you are dropping off your water payment
after hours and/or weekends, please don’t put cash
in the drop box.

Pay by credit/debit

The Pine Grove Borough office now accepts cred-
it/debit card payments, using MuniciPAY, for water
service. Customers are able to make payment online
or at the Borough Office.

Payments accepted through MuniciPAY will be
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, or
e-check. Payments made in this way will be subject to
service fees of 2.65% or $3, whichever is greater for
credit cards, and $1.50 for e-check.

The Borough does not collect, receive or retain
any portion of the service fees. The fees are charged

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE,,

BG's Gy

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
Rt. 443 Pine Grove - 570-345-0464

(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville - 570-544-2099

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

WIC & Access
Card Welcome
Money Orders 79¢
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by MuniciPAY in order to provide this convenient
service to you.

MuniciPAY is audited on an annual basis by a
company that is recognized as a Qualified Security
Assessor by the PCI Security Standards.

Spring and summer ash collection

Curbside ash collection has changed back from
two to only one day per week for the spring, sum-
mer, and early fall seasons. Residents are reminded
that ash tubs must have handles and be free of sharp
edges.

Food pantry

The Pine Grove Area Council of Churches Food
Pantry serves those in need of nutritious food items
on the third Saturday of
every month. Located in the
lower level of the Weekday
Church School building,
200 School Street (directly
across the street from the
entrance to the Pine Grove
Area Elementary School),
food distribution takes
place from 9 a.m. to noon.

The pantry serves fami-
lies of Pine Grove Borough, Pine Grove Township and
Washington Township. For additional information or
for emergency food, call 570-345-3033 between 9 a.m.
and 9 p.m. Leave a message if no answer.

Suggestion/complaint forms

Do you see a problem in the Borough that needs
to be corrected? Or, maybe you have a suggestion to
save money, provide better services, or a solution to
one of those problems. The Borough has created a
“Suggestion/Complaint” form and procedure to make
it easier for residents to alert us and for Borough
services to receive, review, and possibly implement
suggestions.

A form can be downloaded from the Borough
website or get one at Borough Hall. Once completed,
it will be time-stamped, dated, and passed on to the
appropriate committee for consideration or action. In
this way we hope to address these concerns and ideas
in the most efficient way.

Become a Lions Club member

“We Serve” is the motto of Lions Clubs throughout
the world. The mission of the Pine Grove Lions Club
is to improve the quality of life for area residents by
providing support for health related issues, youth
programs, emergency disaster relief, cultural growth,
and other needs of local communities through giving
and personal service. Sight preservation is the world-
wide project of Lions International chapters.

Consider becoming a member of the Pine Grove
Lions Club. The Lions Den headquarters building is
located at 1 Veterans Memorial Drive. call 570-345-
7446 to see how you can be part of building your
community and caring for others.
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Make A Plan - A Healthy Lawn Can Be Yours!

First, I must give credit for the following. Those
that have helped me over the years are our trusted
grounds staff at Pine Grove Area School District, the
Schuylkill County Penn State Extension office on Rt.
901 outside of Pottsville, and a lawn maintenance
book I purchased at Lowes.

It’s already too late to deal
with crabgrass preventer, but if
you keep this article for early
next spring it will help keep this
hardy grass at bay. Soil tempera-
ture around 50 degrees is what
crabgrass needs to start its ger-
mination process.

The big question is when?
Short of sticking a thermometer
in the ground, local lore suggests
“when the Forsythia bloom, put
your preventer on the grass.”
This may only be a myth, but I've
found great success battling crabgrass using this tip.

Often crabgrass pre-emergent/preventer comes
with the fertilizer already mixed into it. This applica-
tion should hold the crabgrass at bay for 2-3 months.

The next thing to consider is fertilizer and if you
go to Werner Lumber or Tractor Supply you will be
inundated by a plethora of numbers and information
on the fertilizer bags. Fertilizer has three numbers
on it and it’s the percentage of whatever is in the bag
that you are applying to the grass using a broadcast
spreader. The first number is the N number, which
is Nitrogen and causes the plants to produce chloro-
phyll. This makes the grass grow quicker and appear
much darker green. The second number is the P which
is for root development and is important during seed-
ing. The last number is the K which also is for root
development. The K helps guard against diseases and
aids in drought protection and cold tolerance. Seeding
also requires more K fertilizer.

Weed control is applied granular when the weeds
are damp. Often weed control also has the fertilizer
mixed into it. Make sure it does not rain after appli-
cation for 36-48 hours. The chemical attaches to the
leaf surface and trans-locates throughout the plant.
I personally like to use Weed Be Gone in its liquid
form when dealing with spot locations of weed. This
or a similar chemical will tip a dandelion head into
the ground in about 3 days. Liquid chemicals need a
still wind application and need to attach to the plant.
Never apply liquid weed/herbicide during windy con-
ditions, because it’s toxic to your body and always
wash your hands when done.

The last tip on lawn maintenance deals directly
with the cutting of your grass. The cool season grass
varieties that thrive here in Pennsylvania are best main-
tained at 2.5 to 3 inches. This practice will encourage
increased root growth and moisture retention. Also it
will assist in establishing a thicker stand of turf that
will shade out and decrease the number of broadleaf
weeds. Avoid shocking your grass by removing more
than 1/3 of the leaf surface at one time. If a vacation
away from home or a rainy period creates a tall stand

LEROY BATES
Council Vice President
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of grass, it will
be healthier
for the plant
if you add an
additional cut
during the
week to get
your desired
height.

I am often
cheap and
want to save
money  and
not change
out my blades
every  year.
This causes
the grass to
be hacked and
not cut. My
friend up at the school said he keeps an extra blade
set on stock that he keeps sharp so when one blade
set gets dinged up or dull, he changes them out. Make
sure you cut the grass when it’s dry. I plan to add
another article to the mix in a later publication that
addresses aerating and how to get your grass ready
for the winter. Enjoy the green and have a super sum-
mer.

- Leroy Bates, Councilman

Moyer’s Car Care
570-739-4477
ONESTOP

PARTS SOURCE

Auto Parts & Service * 24 Hour Towing

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven
www.MoyersCarCare.net

Fleet Service

Tune Ups

Batteries

Quality Discount Tires

AC & Heating Repairs

(including R-1234yf Systems)
» State Inspection

& Emissions Inspection

SY0FF 1 19OFF

Any Purchase of Any Interstate
$30 or More IAutomotive Battery

Additional cost on garts &labor may be
required. See store for details. Not valid
with any other offers. Exp. 6/30/2024

Replace Engines
& Transmissions

Major Engine Repairs
Fuel Injection

Computer Diagnostics &
Repairs

Brakes ¢ Alignments

Additional cost on l%arts & labor may be
required. See store for details. Not valid
with any other offers. Exp. 6/30/2024

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS
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Fire Prevention and Home/Garden Safety

Smoke detectors

Properly installed and functioning, smoke detec-
tors are the single most important factor in prevent-
ing home fire fatalities. On the job 24 hours per day,
they will provide you and your family with an early
warning should a fire occur, giving you the best
opportunity to escape.

Where should I install them?

A smoke detector should
be installed on every level of
your home. Since many home
fires occur while the residents
are asleep, smoke detectors
should also be installed in
every bedroom and in the
hallway outside each sleeping
area.

Ceiling-mounted detectors
should be positioned at least
four inches from the nearest wall. Wall-mounted
detectors should be placed four to twelve inches away
from the ceiling. If you have peaked ceilings, install
the detector near the ceiling’s highest point.

Don’t install detectors near doors, windows or
ducts where drafts might interfere with the detec-
tor. Never paint smoke detectors or apply stickers or
decorations, since these too may affect the ability of
the detector to respond to a fire.

EVERY DOOR DIRECT MAIL

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!

You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 20.3 cents each in postage.

GET YOUR BUSINESS
NAME OUT THERE!

We Can Design It * Print It - Mail It
%; SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

PRINTING & PUBLISHING
960 E. Main Street « Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph:570-385-3120
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkill.net
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What is that chirping?

When a smoke detector “chirps” it is telling you
that the battery is low and needs to be replaced.
Keep a spare battery or two on hand so that you can
replace the battery immediately when it starts to
chirp. Removing the battery with the best intentions
of replacing it later, often results in your family not
being protected when the battery is forgotten.

There are special smoke detectors available for
the deaf or hard of hearing. These devices use strobe
lights and vibration when activated.

How long do they last?

All smoke detectors, whether battery powered or
hard wired should be replaced after 10 years. Any
detector, that fails to activate when you press the test
button, should also be replaced.

Don’t forget about home safety

Make sure your house number is clearly visible on
the wall next to your front door. Use at least 3” num-
bers of a color that contrasts with the background.

Clean-up yard debris and cut back brush to main-
tain a clear 10-foot fire zone around your house.
Remove dried leaves and other combustibles.

Fuel lawn mowers and power equipment outdoors
and only when the motor is cool. Store gasoline only
in approved safety cans and in a cool location such as
a shed or detached garage. Never store or use gasoline
indoors.

When using ladders, check for safe, stable place-
ment. Keep ladders well clear of overhead obstruc-
tions such as wires.

And when you are grilling ...

Never use any type of grill
indoors. It will cause a carbon
monoxide hazard.

Before using a gas grill,
check the hose from the
tank to the grill for any
cracks or leaks.

Never use a grill under
an awning, roof or covered
walkway.

Keep small children away
from grills when they are in
use.

Lawn mower safety

Small children should not operate push or riding
mowers and should not ride as passengers on riding
mowers.

Keep children and pets indoors or at a safe dis-
tance while you are mowing.

Turn the mower off and allow the engine to cool
before refueling.

Turn off the mower and wait until the blades
come to a complete stop before trying to unclog the
mower.
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Historical Society Preserves the Past

Stanhope School Opens for the Season on May 18

The 2024 season is
underway for the Stanhope
Schoolhouse, a project of
the Pinegrove Historical
Society. The first educa-
tional program will feature
the History of Pine Grove
Township on Saturday, May
18 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at
the Schoolhouse located at
the intersection of Mexico,
Camp, and Stanhope Roads.
Admission is free (donations
gratefully accepted). Please

4:30 p.m.; on Sunday, August
11 from 2 to 4 p.m.; and on
Saturday, Sept. 21 from 2:30
to 4:30 p.m.

The Schuylkill County
Historical Society, 305 N.
Centre St., Pottsville will
be featuring the Stanhope
Schoolhouse in a special
exhibit during July and
August.

The Schoolhouse proj-
ect gratefully received a
2024 grant from the Charles

note the Schoolhouse is not
handicap accessible and does not have restrooms.

Kids, experience how it was

Our educational focus this year is delightfully
geared to school-age children, especially those in
grades 4 through 6. Stanhope intern and Kutztown
University elementary education major, Reanna
Reynolds, has developed an educational program
providing an interactive history lesson about educa-
tion during the period the Stanhope School was in
operation.

The lesson includes a look into a school day and
includes a spelling bee, arithmetic lesson, and prac-
tice with cursive writing. The lessons even culminate
with a report card! Join her for the inaugural pub-
lic program of her work on Saturday, July 20 from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. This program will also be available
by appointment for groups of 10 or more by con-
tacting the Stanhope Schoolhouse at info@PGHS-
StanhopeSchool.org.

Museum is open one day each month

The museum continues to expand its collection.
The most recent
acquisition is a one
gross box of An-Du-
Septic Blackboard
Crayons made by
Binney & Smith Co.
You may know this
item by the name of
chalk. Did you know
the blackboard cray-
ons were packed in
sawdust to protect
it in transit?

The museum will
be open for viewing
on Saturday, May 18
following the edu-
cational program,
from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m.; on Sunday,
June 9 from 2 to 4 p.m.; on Saturday, July 20 follow-
ing the children’s educational program, from 2:30 to
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Werner Endowment Fund
through the Schuylkill Area Community Foundation
to assist with programs, acquisitions, and operations.

Early education in Pine Grove Township

Because Pine Grove Township School District had
to depend only on its farmers and laboring class of
people for its tax resources, the length of its school
term and the salary of its teachers were the minimum
allowed by the state.

School equipment and supplies at first were dis-
couraging. Often only one child, out of a class of a
dozen or more, had a textbook. But, starting in 1899,
free textbooks were supplied by the district school
board and paid from the district funds. This meant
very much to the poorer class of people and gave the
rural schools a needed advantage.

In 1899, the minimum length of the school term
became seven months; in 1921 it was extended to
seven and one-half months; and, finally in 1922, it
extended further to eight months. Farmers who failed
to see the need for better schooling complained at
first when the school term was lengthened.

Rural school education was greatly helped by laws
extending the term of school, improved school equip-
ment and qualifications of the teachers. But rural
school children still had not yet gained an educational
advantage equal to the children in districts better
favored financially.

- Continued on Page 14

ONLINE STORE: thecakepros.shopsettings.com

o
-

323 Dock Street
Schuylkill Haven

570-593-8166

216 NRt. 183
Schuylkill Haven

570-739-7037

The Cake Pros &

fB[éssing Table Comyanies

$5 OFF a $30 Order with this AD
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Historical Society Preserves the Past

- Continued from Page 13

Pine Grove Township School
District “School No. 8” was Stanhope. In
1876 the one-room brick schoolhouse
was built near and south of Stanhope
Station. This building was destroyed by
fire on October 22, 1923, while school
was in progress. Students attended
the Marstown School, also known as
“Chickentown School,” until the new
wooden Stanhope School was erected
the following year.

According to the Teacher’s Monthly
Reports from September 1883, Frank R
Huber was the teacher for 21 boys and
22 girls, with an average attendance of
27. By mid-November the enrollment
increased to 30 boys and 24 girls and
the average attendance increased to
43. His pay was $30 per month. He

used 12 Primers, eight First Readers,
nine Second Readers, 10 Third Readers, two Fourth
Readers, three History, five Geography, 11 Arithmetic,
and 14 Spellers to teach the students. Frank remained
the teacher until October 1885.

Teachers received instructions

Teachers were provided the following informa-
tion regarding the course of study for the Elementary

Newsletter Particulars

“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the
Borough of Pine Grove distributed to 1500 house-
holds within the Borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by

South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. - Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 * Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.net

Publication dates for the next three issues are
August 22, November 14, and February 20, 2025

News Submittals

Non-profit and community organizations
within the Borough are invited to submit news
items for consideration. Written submittals must
be received by Melissa Dyer in the Borough
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570-
345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the pub-
lication date.

Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Pine Grove are invited to ad-
vertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing for more information. Call
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be
received at least three weeks prior to the publica-
tion dates. Ad content is subject to approval and

acceptance by the Borough of Pine Grove.

Schools of Schuylkill County in 1883. “D Division”
studies were for students, six to nine years of age.
The First Reader was the textbook.

Reading - Use Blackboard, Chart, Slate, and First
Reader. On chart use the word, sentence and phonic
method; Use blackboard for additional exercises writ-
ten in plain script. Teach pupils of this division to
pronounce words readily at sight and to read in natu-
ral conversational tones. Have them tell the substance
of reading lessons in their own language. Do not
permit them to spell or point to words when reading.

Spelling - Both written and oral spelling, the latter
by sound and letter, but use mostly written spelling
of the words found in the reading lessons, names of
familiar objects, and words used in conversation.

Writing - Teach script writing from the first;
discard printing altogether; have pupils use long
slate pencils; teach proper position, and how to hold
pencil; rule a position on a portion of the blackboard
as copy books are ruled with double lines to indicate
the height of letters, and prepare pupils’ slates in a
similar manner by ruling one side permanently. Place
writing on blackboard and have pupils copy on slates.
For beginners, write words on board without con-

THIS AD SPACGE
COSTS JUST *115.

Reaches EVERY Household and
Business in Pine Grove (1,500 Copies Produced)

sam 910-385-3120

Barb

Cheap combination rates available to add Orwigsburg,
Schuylkill Haven, and/or Minersville.
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Historical Society Preserves the Past

necting the letters. After pupils have acquired some
ability in the formation of letters, teach them how
to connect letters by having them copy words writ-

ten on board with letters
connected. Write new and
difficult words or portions
of the reading lesson on
board for pupils to copy.
Examine carefully, criti-
cize, and mark slate-work
at every recitation.
Drawing - Have pupils
copy on slates from black-
board or tablets, simple
forms, simple solids, plain
figures, and lines, and
teach the names of them.
Arithmetic - Oral and
written without book.
Teach counting, addi-
tion and subtraction; use
numeral frame. Teach first
with objects and afterward

objects. To pupils of this division, give short daily
lessons on one or more of the following topics:
1) Names, common forms, colors, quantities, size,

weight, and use of familiar objects; 2)
Description of articles of food, drink,
clothing, fuel, light, and familiar tools,
and household implements; 3) Plants,
flowers, personal habits, conduct of
life, and care of body and health.
Language - Correction of common
errors in conversation; oral descrip-
tion of familiar objects and pictures;
require statements and answers to
questions in complete sentences; cor-
rect faulty expressions; memorize
easy verses and maxims.
Management of D Division -
Length of exercises from five to fif-
teen minutes according to the subject.
Teach one step at a time; have it well
impressed on the mind of the pupil
before you attempt to teach another;
recitations short but frequent; vary

without them. Pass from the concrete to the abstract.  the exercises; keep the little ones interested and busy
Teach to write and read figures and small numbers. by requiring plenty of slate-work; examine it closely,
Use signs: plus, minus, equality, etc. Drill constantly  and approve faithful effort. If directors consent, make
in rapid and accurate reckoning. school hours for pupils of this division less than five
Oral Instruction - Teach objectively. For begin-  or six hours. At this age, fresh air and plenty of exer-
ners, have short conversational exercises on familiar  cise are most important.

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

INESS!

N
SCHUYLKILLCOUNTY

(By Our Customers)

ONE COLOR TO FULL COLOR T Y d """"" :
BUSINESS CARDS - LETTERHEADS - ENVELOPES| | 10 A] OFF |
FLYERS « BROCHURES » POSTCARDS - CATALOGS

| ANY PRINT ORDER i
| |
| |

WE STOCK

CARBONLESS FORMS - TICKETS « POSTERS Coced 6/1/24 thra 8/31/24
VINYL BANNERS « FLAGS « YARD SIGNS New or Loyal Customers.
NEWSLETTERS o ANYTHING PRINTED With this coupon. Limit one coupon per order. Expires 8/31/24

Pht 570 3'85-31112/0 - printing@southschuylkill’net
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A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents - Welcoming Its Visitors

Rave Mobile’s Smart911 - Critical Info Fast!

Rave Mobile’s “Smart911” is a communication
service that allows the Pine Grove Borough to notify
residents quickly and efficiently in the event of an
emergency or need to convey critical information.

The PA Department of Environmental Protection
mandated all water systems are required to notify cus-
tomers quickly when a situation with the water system
arises. From time to time, we have had to contact our
customers when our water system was compromised
and issue a Boil Water Advisory.

Pine Grove Borough has contracted with Rave
Mobile’s Smart911 to contact our customers and resi-
dents. Smart911 is a Public Notification System using
cutting-edge technology to swiftly contact our resi-
dents via telephone or e-mail. Now when a Boil Water

Contact Name:

Pine Grove Borough » Water Customer Information System

Advisory is necessary, or any time the Borough needs
to be in contact with its residents such as a declared
snow emergency, we can do so in a matter of minutes.
This would also include other states of emergen-
cy, disaster announcements, road closures, parking
restrictions, and other announcements as necessary.

We need your help!

In order to make Smart911 work, information
regarding you, including your address, phone num-
ber, cell phone number, e-mail address, and your pre-
ferred method of notification is necessary. If you were
registered previously with Swiftreach, your informa-
tion has been transferred to the Smart911 system. If
you have not sent this to date, complete the form and
mail it in, deliver in person, call or e-mail your info
today! Or, go to the Borough web-
site and click on the Smart911 tab.

Mail or deliver to Pine Grove

Mailing Address:

Borough; One Snyder Avenue; Pine
Grove, PA 17963. You can also call

Please check the line for your preferred method of notification.

(U Primary Phone Number:

570-345-3555 with the informa-
tion or e-mail us at pgborough@
comcast.net.

U Cell Phone Number:

Property owners with apart-

(U Email Address:

ments should provide information
regarding their tenants. Tenants
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Please return the information sheet to the borough office at
Pine Grove Borough: One Snyder Avenue, Pine Grove

should also complete the form to
assure optimum notification.



